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2Timothy 2:18-26 - 19Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with 
this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses 
the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”20In a large house there are 
articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for special 
purposes and some for common use. 21Those who cleanse themselves from the latter 
will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared 
to do any good work. 22Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23Don’t have 
anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce 
quarrels. 24And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to 
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25Opponents must be gently instructed, in the 
hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 
26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has 
taken them captive to do his will. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 - 23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through 
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 
 
What is Sanctification? 
The generic meaning of sanctification is "the state of proper functioning." To sanctify 
someone or something is to set that person or thing apart for the use intended by its 
designer. A pen is "sanctified" when used to write. Eyeglasses are "sanctified" when 
used to improve sight. In the theological sense, things are sanctified when they are 
used for the purpose God intends. A human being is sanctified, therefore, when he or 
she lives according to God's design and purpose. To sanctify, therefore, means "to 
make holy." In one sense only God is holy (Isaiah 6:3).  
 
How does Sanctification take place? 
Human beings ultimately cannot sanctify themselves. The Triune God sanctifies. The 
Father sanctifies (1 Corinthians 1:30) by the Spirit, by His Truth or Word (John 17:17, 
John 14:16-20). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What does Sanctification do? 
God calls specific people at specific times to be sanctified for a particular role in his 
redemptive program. God uses all people for his purposes, even those who defy him 
(Romans 9:21-22). For example, God used Pharaoh even though he did not let Israel 
go (Romans 9:17). God also used Cyrus, a pagan ruler, to discipline Israel (Isaiah 
45:1). The Scripture, however, is largely the story of how God wants to use willing 
vessels; He also equips believers to serve the church and the world. As the fruit of the 
Spirit are the result of the reproduction of godly character in believers (Galatians 5:22-
23), so the gifts of the Spirit (Romans 12:4-6; 1 Corinthians 12, 14) are the means by 
which believers serve others. 
 
What do we do? 
Though God sanctifies by grace, human beings are responsible to appropriate God's 
grace by faith. Faith is the means of sanctifying grace. The Bible indicates that there 
are other means at the disposal of believers to promote the direct faith, the Word, 
prayer, the church, and providence. The Word reveals God's will (John 17:17). Prayer 
allows the believer to apply faith to every area of life.  
 
What is the result? 
The result of sanctification is glory, the manifestation of God's presence.  
A sanctified believer has assurance that he or she is Christ's.  
Professing believers are to pursue sanctification (Hebrews 12:14).  
Sanctification is never complete in this life (1 John 1:8-10), it is not an optional extra 
tacked on to justification. Involves more than a mere moral reformation of character. 
 
Perfect sanctification is not attainable in this life.  
By sanctification is ordinarily meant that hallowing of the Christian believer by which he 
is freed from sin and enabled to realize the will of God in his life. This is not, however, 
the first or common meaning in the scriptures. To sanctify means commonly to make 
holy, that is, to separate from the world and consecrate to God. 
 
 
 


