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Jesus calls us His friends. Those who have given their lives in defending our freedoms 
have demonstrated their love for us. 
 
Characteristics of friend: 

1. Accepts you as you are. 
2. Is Dependable 
3. Is Honest 
4. Listens to you. 
5. Is there for you. 
6. Gives you Space: A true friend respects your privacy.  
7. Always keeps in touch 
8. Does not gossip about you. 
9. Is Supportive  
10. Is Giving  

 
Jesus proved His love and friendship to us on Calvary. 

Romans 5:6-8 - 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a 
good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
John 15:13 - 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.  
 
Those who died while serving our nation also demonstrate their love and friendship 
 
 
AUDIE L. MURPHY  
Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army, Company B 1 5th Infantry, 3d Infantry Division 
Place and date: Near Holtzwihr France, 26 January 1945 
Entered service at: Dallas, Texas, 9 August 1945 
Citation: 2d Lt. Murphy commanded Company B, which was attacked by 6 tanks and 
waves of infantry. 2d Lt. Murphy ordered his men to withdraw to prepared positions in a 
woods, while he remained forward at his command post and continued to give fire 
directions to the artillery by telephone. Behind him, to his right, 1 of our tank destroyers 
received a direct hit and began to burn. Its crew withdrew to the woods. 2d Lt. Murphy 
continued to direct artillery fire which killed large numbers of the advancing enemy 
infantry. With the enemy tanks abreast of his position, 2d Lt. Murphy climbed on the 
burning tank destroyer, which was in danger of blowing up at any moment, and 
employed its .50 caliber machinegun against the enemy. He was alone and exposed to 
German fire from 3 sides, but his deadly fire killed dozens of Germans and caused 



their infantry attack to waver. The enemy tanks, losing infantry support, began to fall 
back. For an hour the Germans tried every available weapon to eliminate 2d Lt. 
Murphy, but he continued to hold his position and wiped out a squad which was trying 
to creep up unnoticed on his right flank. Germans reached as close as 10 yards, only 
to be mowed down by his fire. He received a leg wound, but ignored it and continued 
the single-handed fight until his ammunition was exhausted. He then made his way to 
his company, refused medical attention, and organized the company in a counterattack 
which forced the Germans to withdraw. His directing of artillery fire wiped out many of 
the enemy; he killed or wounded about 50. 2d Lt. Murphy's indomitable courage and 
his refusal to give an inch of ground saved his company from possible encirclement 
and destruction, and enabled it to hold the woods which had been the enemy's 
objective. 
 
 
 


